The Tom Classen 2008 Dakar Rally Adventure

(KTM 690 # 21, sponsored by Condec, Vox Telecoms, Gestetner and Prosseal UK)

Preview

Tom Classen, the 43-year-old owner of a plumbing company in Edenvale, Gauteng and one of South Africa’s leading off road racing motorcyclists, flew to Europe at the weekend (Saturday, December 22) on the first leg of an adventure that will see him race a KTM 690 over more than 9 000 km through five countries in 16 days.

Classen is one of eight South Africans (four in cars, three on bikes and one on a quad) who will be competing in the 30th Dakar Rally, which starts in Lisbon, Portugal on January 5 and ends in Dakar, Senegal on January 20.  He and two other South African bikers, Cape Town engineering company owner Albert Hinenaus and Pretoria town planner Robert Straek, are among the 245 motorcyclists entered in Dakar 2008 and will be competing on privately-entered KTMs and will enjoy technical support from British Dakar specialists Rally Raid UK.  Hinenaus, 40, was a non-finisher in the 2007 event while Straek, 39, will be making his Dakar debut.

A former national senior off road enduro motorcycle champion with numerous class wins on the legendary Roof of Africa Rally, Classen will be tackling his third Dakar on a KTM motorcycle.  He “limped home” 77th in 2006 and was an excellent 18th and first South African in the motorcycle section in the 2007 event in January (the highest a South African has ever finished with the exception of Alfie Cox, whose best was second in 2002).

“The Dakar Rally encompasses many of the ideals I hold high,” said Classen.  “Commitment, dedication, consistency and passion.  The Dakar is one of the world’s great sporting challenges and this, together with the adventure of racing through Africa, is what makes it an experience of a lifetime.

“I rode a KTM 660 in the last two Dakars and this year I will have a brand new KTM 690 Rallye, a lighter, more refined machine which I am told is easier to ride.  My English mechanic, Bernard Wright, has had the bike for about two weeks already and has been preparing it for me.  I’ll get a chance to ride it for the first time a few days before the start and will set it up to my liking.  It has a new, stronger motor and a smaller, 20-litre fuel tank to meet the new Dakar fuel regulations (the bikes refuel every 250 km).   

“This is the 30th anniversary of the Dakar and the organisers have planned a race to remember.  The total distance is almost 10 000 km, with over 5 700 km of racing stages compared to 4 000 km this year.  There are three marathon stages and at least five days of dune crossing.  Without a GPS, navigation will be a key factor for all those riders planning to do well.  This is one of my strong points and will help to level the playing field for us amateurs against the professionals.

“All of this means Dakar 2008 will be a true test of man and machine and only the well prepared and mentally tough will see the finish at Lac Rose.  I have trained hard all year and will be putting my fitness, skill and experience (two Dakars, a fourth in the marathon class and a stage win) to good use.

 

“I have one of the best Dakar mechanics in Bernard Wright and a very experienced support crew in Rally Raid UK.  I also have the best bike for desert racing money can buy – the KTM 690 Rallye – sponsored by Condec, Vox Telecoms, Gestetner and Prosseal UK.  This gives me great confidence that my year long preparation will put me in a position to deliver my best Dakar performance yet.”

Ends

Issued on behalf of Tom Classen by Peter Burroughes Communications, telephone 082 899 0101.

Follow the progress of Tom Classen and his KTM #21 throughout the Dakar Rally on www.dakar.com or go to www.classen.co.za.  High resolution images may be downloaded from www.motorpics.co.za.  

